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good." But at the first smile from a pretty woman his spirits grow visibly lighter. 
The Pasmers are types of a recoenizable class. When Dan calls to asks consent to 
his marriage, Mr. Pasmer " from time to time looked about with the vague glance 
of a man unused to being so long left to his own guidance, and one of these appeals 
seemed at last to bring Mrs. Pasmer through the door, to the relief of both the 
men, for they had improvidently despatched their business and were getting out of 
talk. Mr. Pasmer had, in fact, already asked Dan about the weather outside 
when his wife appeared." The scene after Dan's father and sister have paid the 
Pasmers an official call, following the betrothal, is one of the best things in the 
book. Dan impatiently awaits the family criticisms. He is " depressed with a 
certain sense of Alice's father and mother which seemed to have imparted itself to 
him from the others." The sister's raillery, Dan's fury, and the final conclusion, 
"to make the best of it," are true to nature. "I think the family are well 
enough," says Eunice Mavering ; " Mrs. Pasmer is thoroughly harmless, and Mr. 
Pasmer is a most dignified personage ; his eyebrows alone are worth the price of 
admission." Nothing in Mr. Howell's previous novels has equaled the imbecility 
of the lovers' interview after their first reconciliation. If the average Boston girl 
is the slave of her ideals to the extent here discovered in Alice Pasmer, let Mr. 
Howells hereafter seek his heroines elsewhere. Whatever her faults, the New 
York girl, at least, is aot devoured by her unwholesome notions, nor is she morbid. 
On the whole, the novel is much pleasancer reading than most of the author's re- 
cent works, and ends happily in ending so soon. One closes the book picturing all 
the wretched misunderstandings and the petty jealousies which are pretty sure to 
follow a match which is so evidently a " misfit." 

VII. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

An ingenious contribution to the Bacon-Shakespeare literature* comes to us 
across the continent with the title of " Bacon and Shakespeare in the Sonnets." 
By a somewhat circuitous and decidedly original process of reasoning, the son- 
nets are made to tell the true history of the dramas, with the reasons why their 
authorship was concealed. The curious reader will be able to judge for himself 
concerning the plausibility of the scheme by means of the key which we subjoin : 

I, My, Mine, Me Impersonation of Bacon in person. 

Myself " " " Bacon as author. 

My Love " " " The dramas. 

My Friend " " "Shakespeare. 

My Mistress " " "Tragedy. 

Thouand Thine " '* "Truth. 

Thy and Thee " " " Thought in the abstract 

Thyself " " " Thought in delineation. 

You and Your " " " Beauty in the abstract. 

Yourself " " " Beauty in delineation. 

Sonnets 18 to 87 inclusive, by this application, are supposed to describe 
Bacon's literary work ; 88, 89 and 90 express his fears lest he should be discovered 
as a writer of dramas ; in 133 to 137, he abandons all interest in the dramas in 
Shakespeare's favor, and enjoins the strictest secrecy concerning his poetical 
work, in order that he may obtain a public office. 

* " Bacon and Shakespeare in the Sonnets." By H. L. Hosmer. The Bancroft Company. San 
Francisco. 
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The author may possibly be accused of arranging his facts to suit his theories, 
but his ideas are certainly ingenious enough to be entertaining and are well car- 
ried out. 

The fine romantic flavor which attaches to the story of the Nineteenth Cen- 
tury Robinson Crusoe * is sufficient to warrant the publication of this second edi- 
tion. The solitary of Juan Fernandez is in danger of losing all his laurels to this 
modern castaway, who, with his compendium of the useful arts and science, book 
of navigation, box of seeds, and a few articles of trifling value is tossed upon the 
shores of an uninhabited South Pacific Island, where he discovers coal, iron, sul- 
phur, saltpetre, pearl oysters, and finally a pirate's sunken treasure of gold and 
silver. His ingenuity, aided by the compendium, enables him to make steel, glass, 
matches, a steam yacht, a brick kiln, torpedoes with which to defend his harbor, 
and a balloon by means of which a manuscript account of his fate reaches Texas 
and he is relieved. A more fascinating book of the sort can hardly be imagined. 

An acceptable little story by Jane Andrews,+ from whose pen the children 
always expect a treat, is the history of a year in a family of brothers and sisters 
of very natural dispositions. The chief incidents depend on the temporary adop- 
tion of a little Irish baby by a daughter of the family, whose careless, untidy 
habits and fondness for novel-reading are permanently changed by the new and 
wholesome interest in something outside of herself. 

Mr. Ballou's unpretending records of travel* are always of interest on account 
of the bright and comprehensive manner in which he describes strange countries. 
In his latest volume he takes the reader through some of the islands of the Southern 
Pacific, describes vividly the objects which would readily attract the attention of 
the traveler, and imparts, by the way, a wonderful amount of information con- 
cerning the natural beauties, wealth and civilization of Australia, Tasmania, New 
Zealand and lesser islands, which are, for the most part, unfrequented by visitors. 
It is noted as a curious fact that New Zealand's climate and resources were so 
highly appreciated by Benjamin Franklin that, at one time, he attempted to in- 
duce emigration thither from America, and printed an article with this object in 
view. 

A compact little volume of the International Scientific Series, about everyday 
weather,§ is conveniently divided into two sections, the elementary and the 
advanced, so that the unscientific reader may learn the results of the latest inves- 
tigations of atmospheric phenomena, told in plain language, and leave to the 
student the later and larger portion of the work. The chapter on heat and cold 
supplies some interesting facts and theories concerning the blizzards of the United 
States. Among other topics of interest, we notice chapters about clouds and 
cloud prognostics, isobars, wind and calm, variations of weather, local, diurnal, 
annual and secular, and types and spells of weather. 

* " Perseverance Island; or, The Robinson Crusoe of the Nineteenth Century." By Douglas 
Frazer. Lee and Shepard. 

t " Only a Year and What It Brought." By Jane Andrews. Lee and Shepard. 

i " Under the Southern Cross, or Travels in Australia, Tasmania, New Zealand, Samoa and 
other Pacific Islands." By Maturln M. Ballou. Ticknor and Company. 

§ The International Scientific Series. "Weather: A Popular Exposition of the Nature of 
Weather Changes from Day to Day." By the Hon. Ralph Abercromby. 1). Appleton & Co. 
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The early civilization of the East has already been discussed by Madame Ra- 
gozin, in " The Story of Chaldea," which is now followed, in natural sequence, by 
"The Story of Assyria."* The narrative is characterized by simplicity, clear- 
ness and moderation, and the mass of material necessary to its preparation has 
been judiciously condensed and arranged. The authoress is an archaeologist of 
more than ordinary ability and has made liberal use of the monumental inscrip- 
tions of this region and also of the Biblical records of the Hebrew prophets. 

In a series of six letters,+ written during two southern tours in the years 1867 
and 1887, Mr . Kelley discusses anew the Southern problem, with especial reference 
to material resources. A clear and comprehensive statement is given of the 
manufacturing, mining, and agricultural facilities of the South, which will be of 
equal and unusual interest to the general reader as well as to the man of business. 
One of the most useful chapters contrasts the effects on the soil of cotton growing 
and general agriculture, and discusses the mistaken ante-bellum policy; which, by 
disregarding the importance of rotation of crops, exhausted the land and im- 
poverished the people. The author's well-known practical knowledge of many 
branches of industry of which he writes will add much to the importance of this 
work. There is, apparently, an attempt in some parts of the book to " boom" 
certain sections of the country, and allusions to friends and acquaintances who 
are interested in Southern enterprises are so frequent and so fulsome as to suggest 
the reportorial pen. 

A series of realistic sketches of Russian life introduce us to Vladimir Koro- 
lenko,:!: a young man who has been twice imprisoned and twice exiled in the 
Yakrit district of Siberia, on suspicion of having entertained Nihilistic views. 
His earlier literary attempts were unsuccessful, but the scenes through which he 
passed while in exile, jotted down to relieve his overburdened heart, were at once 
accepted and won him a place among popular Russian authors. 

Korolenko exhibits the same tendency to photographic accuracy in reproduc- 
ing places and events that charm us in Tolstoi sketches; but there is a brighter, 
more joyous vein in the younger author's work — a more graceful fancy, which 
finds subject for expression in the sounds of the forest, the soughing pines, and the 
bright, merry birches, the Easter procession, and the old bell-ringer. Whatever 
the external aspect of a Russian tale, one feels that in this grand and melancholy 
prison-home there must ever be a dark dungeon yawning beneath, which an un- 
wary slip may discover. And Korolenko's work is not lacking in ghastly sur- 
prises of this sort. The work of the translator, Mrs. Aline Delano, a Russian 
lady now living in Boston, is, in the main, very well done. 

Dr. Macdonald touches upon difficult and delicate ground in this little novel, § 
and some of the situations appear to us a little over-strained. Nevertheless, it bears 
the author's stamp of naturalness, and the characters of the story are vividly 
painted. Just what the point of the novel is we are a little puzzled over. It is a 

* " The Story of Assyria. Prom the Eise of the Empire to the Fall of Nineveh. " Con- 
tinued from " The Story of Chaldea." By Zenaide A. Ragozin. G. P. Putnam's Sons. 

t " The Old South and The New." A series of letters by Hon. William D. Kelley. 6. P. 
Putnam's Sons. Questions of the Bay Series. XLV. 

$ " The Vagrant and Other Tales." By Vladimir Korolenko. Translated from the Bussian 
by Mrs. Aline Delano . T. T. Crowell & Co. 

§ " Home Again." By George Macdonald. D. Appleton & Co. 
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record of the experiences of a bright youth with literary ambition who left his 
father's farm in an English county to make a mark and a purse for h imself in Lon- 
don, among the literary giants. We are not surprised to find that he wears out his 
shoes and becomes shabby and disheartened, but it seems a rather long leap within 
a year from this demoralized condition to the position of book reviewer on a lead- 
ing literary journal, talking sentiment and literature to the daughter of a nobleman 
in her father's mansion. He falls desperately in love with this girl, of course, 
and finds time, amid the distractions of society and reviewing, to write a 
book of his own, but after a few interesting episodes of courtship he is fearfully 
snubbed by the lady and his book is cut to pieces by a rival reviewer, so that 
he falls dangerously ill, bidsgood-by to his literary career, and comes home, not to 
die, but to do some honest work on his father's farm, and marry a sensible girl, the 
companion and playmate of his boyhood. In Dr. Macdonald's hands this little plot 
becomes interesting and furnishes texts for some wholesome moralizing. 

The collection of minor stories * by Tolstoi, here offered to the public, is chiefly 
interesting as representing the Count's earlier literary efforts. Beyond this, they 
are not specially remarkable. There is evidence within them of the peculiarities 
of thought which become more fully developed in the author's later works, and 
nearly all of them are evidently founded upon his personal reminiscences and ex- 
periences. Besides their literary merits or demerits they are valuable as giving 
glimpses of life in Russia and in the Caucasus. 

The Hon. Emily Lawless, who writes ' ' The Story of Ireland "+ for the Putnams' 
series, has brought together enough historic material to establish the claim of the 
Emerald Isle to a place among the nations of the earth. There were days when, as 
in England, noble lords and fair ladies lived in splendor and were the pride of 
their country, and when Ireland's sons believed in her future. The story of these 
days, of the early English invasions, and of the causes which have led to the pres- 
ent condition of the country , are briefly but conscientiously sketched by Miss Law- 
less. The work will be acceptable for the concise presentation of the important 
facts in the history of this people whoso affairs are, at present, of so much interest 
to the world. 

The tragedy of " Locrine,* King of Britain," contains occasional powerful 
lines which are worthy of the poet, and has dramatic interest, though the plot is 
older than literature itself. Swinburne's verses never lack the rhythmic beauty and 
grace which are only the happy accidents of many another song writer. But 
" Locrine," viewed as a dramatic poem, cannot be classed with Swinburne's best 
work. The reader's expectation is constantly roused, only to be disappointed ; the 
thoughts are commonplace or else repulsive, and there is only enough good work 
in it to remind one of what the poet has done and what he may do in the future. 
We doubt if Mr. Swinburne himself experienced any considerable degree of satis- 
faction when he had completed this poem. 

In " The Story of the Psalms,"§ Dr. Van Dyke attempts, with a fair measure 
of success, to discover and emphasize the human element in the Hebrew hymn- 

* "A Russian Proprietor and other Stories." By Count Lyof N. Tolstoi. T. T. Crowell & Co. 
t " The Story of Ireland." By the Hon. Emily Lawless. With some additions by Mrs. Ar- 
thur Bronson. Q. P. Putnam's Sons. 

X " Locrine. A Tragedy." By Algernon Charles Swinburne. Worthington Company. 
§ " The Story of the Psalms." By Henry Van Dyke, D. D. Charles Scribner's Sons. 
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book, prefacing his work by a, brief sketch of its history. Seventeen of the most 
prominent psalms have been selected for treatment, the sub-titles of which indicate 
the line of thought which has been followed. For example, the thirty-first is 
called, " The School of Disappointment ;" the sixty-third, " The Psalm Without 
a Petition," &c. While the work does not merit especial praise, it is worthy of 
perusal and will inspire devotional feeling. 

The vast extent of territory beyond the Euphrates has comparatively little in- 
terest for the general reader, or even for the historical student. Its civilization 
and traditions have the vagueness of distance. But the story of its conquest by 
Alexander,* its subsequent history under the reign of the Diadochi, and the work- 
ing out of the ideas of the dominant people in the following years, when told by 
the felicitous pen of Professor Mahaffy, will invite and retain the attention of all 
classes of readers. The author also attempts to show ' ' how considerably Rome 
was influenced by the ideas of conquered Greece," and "the manner in which 
Hellenistic influences modified the characteristics of the dominant people." 

There isa certain romantic flavor about Mr. Stevenson's writings, even when he 
attempts to portray the life of his old friend and teacher, Mr. Fleeming Jenkint 
["pronounced Flemming to his friends and family"). A suspicion arises in the 
reader's mind that, after all, it may be only a romance, so pleasantly are the bio- 
graphical details of a busy life presented. Mr. Jenkin's father and mother, his 
grandfather and his Uncle John, his Anne and Austin, when treated by Mr. Ste- 
venson's pen, appear like the characters of an agreeable play. Mr. Jenkin him- 
self, in whatever relation of life considered, was one of the genial, true-hearted 
men whom every one likes to know and to read about. Before his appointment to 
the Chair of Engineering at the University of Edinburgh, where Mr. Stevenson, 
as a student, made his acquaintance, Mr. Jenkin was interested in ocean teleg- 
raphy, and his notes of telegraph voyages, and also Sir William Thomson's Notes 
on Mr. Jenkin's Contributions to Electrical and Engineering Science (the latter 
forming the appendix), are interesting in themselves, and disclose, better than 
anything else in the volume, the marked ability of the man and the esteem in 
which he was held by men of influence. But if Mr. Jenkin had never lived, and 
this volume were a work of fiction, it would find many readers. 

A " Sheaf of Sermons," preached by the Rev. Newman Smyth, at the Centre 
Church, of New Haven, during the past year, has been collected in a volume and 
called '• Christian Pacts and Forces. "J So far as we can judge, none of the theo- 
logical idiosyncracies which are popularly attributed to the author are to be found 
in these writings. There is a vigorous, original presentation of practical themes, 
the general trend of which may be inferred from the titles, some of which follow : 
" The Christian Revelation of Life," " Reconciliation with Life," " The Glorifica- 
tion of Life," " Personal Power," " The Gospel a Gift to the Senses." The "Study 
for a Doctrine of the Atonement" is an unusually clear and thoughtful presenta- 
tion of an old theme. The author passes by Anselm's Germanic idea of satisfac- 
tion or punishment ; and the later Roman conception of satisfaction as equal to 

* " The Story of the Nations. The Story of Alexander's Empire." By Prof. John Pentland 
Mahaffy. With the collaboration of Arthur Gilman, M. A. G. P. Putnam's Sons. 

t " Memoir of Fleeming Jenkin." By Robert Louis Stevenson. Charles Scribner's Sons. 
$ "Christian Facts and Forces." By Newman Smyth. Charles Scribner's Sons. 
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punishment, both of which he finds distant and unreal to the modern thinker, 
and endeavors to bring the grand .central truth of Christianity into vital connec- 
tion with modern habits of thought. The rhetorical excellencies of the book are 
numerous. 

A second collection of sermons* is from the pen of a well-known and popular 
religious writer, and contains an exposition of twenty-one themes, each bearing 
upon some phase in the early life of Christ, concluding with The Temptation. 
The author's purpose of presenting a connected history of the preparatory years 
of " The Divine Man" is ably accomplished and the work will be valuable and in- 
teresting to the Bible student and to Christian readers generally. 

"The Story of Antony Grace "f is a pleasantly written English novel which 
minutely describes the life and adventures of a lad early left an orphan and sup- 
posed to be a penniless. The plot is somewhat conventional, involving consider- 
able persecution and brutality, which is, however, overbalanced by the kindness 
and generosity of Antony's humble friends, and the story ends happily with the 
punishment of the vicious and the happiness of the virtuous. The style is excel- 
lent and the story entertaining. 
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